M

Dimension of
Comparison

M’IARGDARSHAN IAS

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF MAINS LEVEL 1,2,3 AND 4

LEVEL 1 — Question Trend &
Diagnostic Mapping

LEVEL 2 — Contextual
Insight & Conceptual
Grounding

LEVEL 3 — Topic-Based
Analytical Structuring

LEVEL 4 — Evolution of Question
Complexity & Content Insights

Primary Focus

Identify what UPSC has asked
— year-wise, theme-wise,
directive-wise.

Understand why and how a
theme has evolved
contextually and
conceptually.

Develop how to answer —
through reusable introductions,
conclusions, and flexible
frameworks.

Decode how question design itself has
matured — tracing analytical,
conceptual, and interdisciplinary
growth.

Objective Build awareness of examiner | Strengthen conceptual Ensure exam adaptability and Reveal examiner psychology and
trends and syllabus clarity and analytical time efficiency through intellectual trajectory behind UPSC’s
weightage. foundation within each structured, theme-based guestioning pattern.

topic. synthesis.
Nature of Work Descriptive and diagnostic — | Explanatory and interpretive | Synthetic and applicative — Meta-analytical — studying evolution,

cataloguing and observation.

— developing contextual
depth.

creating modular answer
templates.

interlinkages, and shifts in question
complexity.

Output Format

Tabular mapping of PYQs (by
year, theme, directive).

Two-paragraph “Contextual
Insight” + eight analytical
enrichment points.

Common introduction, common
conclusion, and thematic PYQ
linkage.

Analytical report on question
evolution, conceptual layering, and
paper-wide interconnections.

Question What is being asked? — Why is it being asked? — How should it be answered? — How has UPSC changed its

Handling trend recognition. contextual interpretation. structural adaptability. expectation? — longitudinal analysis.
Approach

Cognitive Skill Recognition and Interpretation and Application, synthesis, and Critical reflection, meta-analysis, and
Developed categorization. contextual reasoning. adaptive articulation. insight generation.

Pedagogical Role

Acts as a foundation layer —
introduces syllabus
orientation and topic
familiarity.

Builds conceptual maturity
and analytical writing ability.

Creates exam-readiness
through structured flexibility.

Offers strategic foresight —
preparing aspirants to anticipate
future trends.

Depth of Analysis

Surface-level (trend and
distribution).

Intermediate (contextual
and causal).

Advanced (integrative and
thematic).

Expert-level (evolutionary and
interpretive).

Student Learning
Outcome

Understands the breadth of
coverage.

Understands the depth of
meaning and evolution.

Masters the structure and
delivery of analytical answers.

Masters insight-driven analysis of
examiner design and question
evolution.

Type of Thinking
Encouraged

Observational and
classificatory.

Contextual and analytical.

Synthetic and comparative.

Reflective and predictive.

End Goal

Build awareness.

Build understanding.

Build adaptability.

Build insight.

Representative
Example

Table showing PYQs on
“Secularism” from 2013—
2023.

Contextual explanation of
Secularism’s evolution
(Company = Constitution).

Common Intro—Conclusion for
Secularism + PYQ themes.

Analysis showing how secularism
questions moved from factual (2013)
to conceptual (2023).

Summary:

Level 1 - “Observe.”
Level 2 - “Understand.”
Level 3 - “Apply.”

Level 4.3 - “Decode.”
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